Hello, my name is Eloise Poupart, and I was the recipient of the D4K Kundrun TEAM Clinic Scholarship. Being selected for this opportunity meant a lot to me, and without this scholarship I would not have been able to attend this amazing clinic. My leased horse, Larry, and I are currently working toward competing at the FEI Children’s event this year.
I learned so much at the clinic! One of the biggest things I worked on was not nagging my horse with a busy leg. I learned how to make Larry more electric, forward, and reactive to my leg without always pushing. We also worked on leg yields, shoulder-ins, and our four loops from the Children’s test. I’m really happy with everything we learned and excited to keep improving at home!
Some things that Lendon Grey said to me during this clinic really stood out to me. One thing she said while we were working on leg yielding was, “Trot, trot, trot, show him off, show him off.” Another phrase that Lendon said was, “Don’t nag at him.” I thought this phrase really stood out because Larry can tend to get behind the leg, and I can tend to nag at him, which is a bad habit. Instead, I should ask once and expect him to go. Lastly, another thing she said was, “Treat the horse kindly, but be a leader. Tell him, ‘We’re partners, but I’m the senior partner.’”
Some exercises that Lendon told me to work on and practice include leg yielding on a diagonal and incorporating turn on the forehand into my warm-up.  Lendon said I should practice my medium trot and not get too greedy with it so he doesn’t accidentally jig.
Overall, I learned so much from this clinic and had an amazing experience. I am very thankful to have received the D4K Kundrun TEAM Clinic Scholarship because it gave me the opportunity to learn from Lendon Grey and improve my riding. I am excited to continue practicing everything I learned with Larry as we continue working toward the FEI Children’s event and becoming a better team together.

